In the city of Madras, boasting one of the finest maternity hospitals in the world besides several other good hospitals for women, the maternal mortality rate was 12 per 1,000 and 54 per cent of these deaths were said to be due to puerperal sepsis. In the city of Bombay 45 per cent of deliveries are conducted in hospital and 24 per cent by qualified nurses, leaving only 29 per cent to be attended by unqualified persons. The maternal mortality for the city is 8 per thousand. The figure for Calcutta is not available, but since fewer deliveries take place in that city than in either Madras or Bombay the probability is that there it is even higher.
In view of the absence of reliable statistics, it is impossible to state how many women in India die yearly during child-birth, but the number must be nearly one and a half lakhs, excluding deaths from complications of abortion which would swell the number still further. An epidemic disease assuming these proportions demands and receives attention from local authorities, health departments and the public itself. Deaths of women from preventable causes do not appear to receive the same attention. The explanation may be partly that the facts are not known sufficiently, partly because mortality from child-bearing does not occur in epidemic form, but it must also be due to the too commonly held view that it is inevitable that some women must die during child-birth. ' Some women' in each area naturally become thousands when applied to the whole of India.
Maternity work and midwives training.?The maternal mortality rate is not likely to be reduced to any extent until the maternity service is improved. The The preventive aspect of tropical medicine has not as yet been adequately shown, owing chiefly to shortage of illustrative material; it is hoped that the Curator during her tour in the East will be able to obtain photographs and specimens which will aid in the making up of this deficiency.
